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WELCOME TO YOUR AUTHOR JOURNEY

You have a story inside you—an idea that keeps whispering,
“It's time.” But turning that idea into a published book can feel
overwhelming. Where do you even start? What comes first?

That's why | created The Indie Author Roadmap.
This guide breaks down the self-publishing process into clear,
manageable stages—from the first spark of an idea to holding your

finished book in your hands.

Whether you're just beginning or midway through your manuscript,
you'll find the structure, confidence, and clarity to move forward.

At RLA Publishing, we believe every author deserves personalized
support. Consider this your map—and when you're ready for a guide,
we'll walk beside you.
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lé Turn your inspiration ' =

into a focused,
purposeful project. 4
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Develop Your Book Idea

Every great book starts with clarity. Before you write,
take time to define what your story is really about and
why you're writing it.

a?
° Ask yourself:
* Why does this story matter to me?
* Who am | writing it for?
* What do | want my readers to feel or learn?

Your answers will shape everything that follows—your
tone, structure, and even your marketing later on.

Book Vision Snapshot
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e My book is about:
e My goal with this book:

e My readers will feel:

@ Pro Tip: The clearer your “why,” the easier every
decision becomes.



Stage :

Get your story down &'
—without worrying
about perfection. ‘.,
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Write the First Draft

Most writers get stuck because they expect their first
draft to be flawless. It won't be—and that's okay. Your
first draft’s only job is to exist.

 Write in short, consistent bursts (30-60
minutes)

* Silence your inner critic until revision time

* Keep a “note dump” file for ideas to revisit
later

Set yourself up for success:
@ * Create a writing schedule that fits your life

Drafting Milestones
D Outline completed
D Writing schedule set
D First draft completed

D Backup saved

@ Pro Tip: Progress is measured in pages written, not
. perfect sentences.
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Strengthen your N
story before
professional editing. +.

Revise & Self-Edit

Once your draft is complete, take a breath—and a
short break. When you return, read it like a stranger.

@

. Look for:

* Clarity and flow: Does each scene connect naturally?
* Consistency. Do characters, tone, and timelines align?

* Emotion: Are readers feeling what you want them to
feel?

* Word clutter. Can you tighten long sentences or
repetitive phrasing?

Self-Edit Shapshot

e One scene | absolutely love:
e One scene that feels weak or confusing:

e Arecurring issue | notice (pacing, tone, dialogue, etc.):

@ Pro Tip: Read your manuscript aloud. It reveals awkward
pacing and missing beats faster than silent reading.


















